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WELCOME & DINNER Introduction
5:30 p.m. - Cafeteria Center for Prevention of Abuse

Funding IL's Future

Curriculum
Library Athletics in Peoria Public Schools

Presenters:  Mike Barber, Ron Dwyer, Dave O’Day, Brien Dunphy, and Revonda Johnson, Peoria Public Schools Athletic Staff

Description: Participants will receive an overview of the opportunities provided at the middle and high school level.  They will learn about academic and physical eligibility requirements.  
Parents of high school students will also receive information about NCAA eligibility.

Room 121 Learning Disabilities and Individualized Education Plans

Presenters:  Paula Carpenter, Peoria Public Schools School Psychologist and Erin Triplett, Peoria Public Schools School Psychologist Intern

Description:  Students with Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) comprise the most commonly identified category for students receiving special education services and supports.  These 
services and supports vary widely among students based on the individual’s need.  Join us to learn how students at Peoria Public Schools are identified as having a Specific Learning 
Disability and how that information is used to create an Individualized Education Plan to meet specific student needs.

Room 107 Are you Smarter than a SMARTBoard?

Presenters: Lisa Kokos, Peoria Public Schools Regional Tech. Facilitator and Jeff Kepler, Manual Academy Technology Interventionist

Description: SMARTBoards are available in a majority of our classrooms throughout the District. Attend this session to learn how the interactivity of a  SMARTBoard engages our 
students and increases student achievement.  You will have a hands-on opportunity to use the SMARTBoard and the SMART Response Clickers and see how Smart Responses are 
ideal for providing interaction within the classroom and providing teachers a way to measure student understanding in real time.

Room 119 Mental Math

Presenter:  Susan Gobeyn, Peoria Public Schools Mathematics Coordinator

Description: Mental math is a major component in a students’ tool kit of mathematical knowledge. Mental math is often associated with the ability to do computations quickly, but in its 
broadest sense, mental math also involves conceptual understanding and problem solving. This session will introduce mental computation strategies for the four operations as well as 
two mental computation problem solving games that can be used to reinforce perseverance in solving problems.

Room  116 Positive Behaviors Interventions and Supports (PBIS)

Presenters: Michelle Coconate, Peoria Public Schools CSSS Facilitator and Laura Bally, Rolling Acres Teacher

Description:   During this session you will learn about Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and how having a PBIS system in place is supporting student social, 
emotional, and behavioral development in District 150 schools.  You will hear what PBIS looks like in a school from a Rolling Acres PBIS Team Member.  You will also receive examples 
and resources for you to learn how to support your child’s school by using PBIS practices at home.

Room 114 Gaggle & Accelerated Reader HomeConnect

Presenter: Michelle Seipel, Peoria Public Schools Director of Technology

Description:  This workshop will provide parents with information related to two electronic systems used at the District: Gaggle and Renaissance Learning’s Accelerated Reader 
HomeConnect. We will provide an overview of how Gaggle is used by teachers and students as an electronic (paperless) platform for collaborative sharing, including secured email that 
uses Gaggle’s HMS (human monitoring service). Additionally, we’ll provide parents with information on how to utilize Renaissance Learning’s HomeConnect online system from their 
home computer to track their child’s reading progress.

Health & Fitness
Cafeteria Snack-Ademics class “Hummus Evolutions”.

Presenters:  Leslie Rusch-Bayer, Sodexo Dietician and Lauren Frugiuele, Sodexo Dietetic Intern 

Description: Participants will learn how to make their own Hummus, including beet or edamame hummus, and for a special ‘Sweet Treat,' in the second part of this class attendees will 
make fruit and vegetable smoothies using VitaMix blenders.

Room 112 QPR: Question - Persuade - Refer

Presenter: Susan Bishop, Hult Center for Healthy Living

Description:  3 simple steps that anyone can learn to help save a life from suicide. Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, 
people trained in QPR learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade, and refer someone to help.

Parenting
Room 109 Foundation for a Productive Parent/Teacher Conference

Presenter:  Karla Janicke, Sylvan Learning Center

Description: Academics is a shared responsibility.  Learn how keeping touch with teachers will help parents understand what's going on in the classroom when they can't be with their 
child. 

Room 120 Family Access 

Presenters: Suzanne Mullen and Andrea Bennett, Peoria Public Schools Skyward Support Team
Description: Learn the features and functions of Family Access. Using hand-outs and a PowerPoint the presenters will explain how to navigate within Family Access and what 
information can be found to support your student.

Room 122 No Bully Zone

Presenters: Greg Collins, Peoria Public Schools School Safety Director and Rich Gould, PPS Asst. School Safety Director

Description: In June 2013, the Board of Education updated the District's bullying policy with recommendations from the Parent/Teacher Advisory Committee. School Safety Department 
staff will review the District's bullying policy, help parents understand the reasons students might show bullying behavior, and ways parents can help prevent and report bullying at their 
child’s school.

Community Services
Room 111 Internet Essentials: Looking to Bring the Internet Home

Presenter: Art Svymbersky, Comcast

Description: Internet Essentials from Comcast is the nation’s largest and most comprehensive broadband adoption program. It provides low-cost broadband service for $9.95 a month 
plus tax; the option to purchase an Internet-ready computer for under $150 and multiple options to access free digital literacy training in print, online and in-person. Learn more about this 
program and Comcast's recent announcement that it will include up to six months of complimentary service for any new family that has not yet applied for Internet Essentials through 
September 20th.

Room 124 When Online Behavior Deviates: Cyberbullying & Sexting

Presenter: Christine Feller, Illinois Attorney General's Office

Description: This session will cover the issues of sexting, cyberbullying and digital citizenship.   Recent research, case examples as well as prevention and response to such incidents 
are discussed.  Attendees will learn of various resources available from the Attorney General’s Office that promote positive social norms.

Parents As Leaders (PALs)
Room 110 Governance and Elected Officials (closed session for pre-registered parents)

Assisting Students in the Classroom/School



WELCOME!

ADVANCE ILLINOIS

Tables at Sign-In Area:
Peoria Public Library - Learn about programming offered by the library as well as how students can receive a library card!
Peoria Public Schools Transportation Department - Find out more about hiring needs within the District.
Funding IL's Future - Ask questions and learn more about school funding in Illinois and Senate Bill 16.
*  Resource Bus - Baby-Sitting

The School Funding Reform Act of 2014 (SB 16) drives state resources where they are needed to better support all Illinois students to achieve. This is critical in a state with one of the 
largest equity gaps in the nation. Our students, our schools and our state need this. Here’s  why:

- Illinois social and economic well-being is inextricably linked to the strength of our education system.
- Illinois ranks as one of the most regressive states in how we fund public schools. Put simply, we spend less money to educate the students who most need it.
- Funding disparities grow deeper with  the  state’s  underfunding  of  general education funds. This hurts disadvantaged school districts and students who most rely on state support.
- Illinois contributes a quarter of the total investment in K-12 education; other states, on average, cover half.
- Illinois education funds work at cross-purposes in the current system.  That’s  because  a  tangle  of  formulas direct where state funds go, and why. This hamstrings our ability to target 
resources toward students who, research shows, need additional support to reach their full potential.                                                                        

Whether as community activists or civic leaders, as advocates or as parents, we see the gaps in educational opportunities by virtue of where Illinois students live. We recognize the 
targeted support that is needed at a time when more than half of our students are poor. Such challenges did not exist when the current funding system was created nearly two decades 
ago, and change is due.

The Center for Prevention of Abuse is pleased to offer “Keeping My Body Safe”, a Body/Safety Abuse Prevention Program which serves all school-aged children Pre-K through 12th grade.  
“Keeping My Body Safe” is a unique school-based program which focuses on the prevention and awareness of childhood physical and sexual abuse and has been presented in the Peoria, 
Tazewell and Woodford County Schools since 1983.  

“Keeping My Body Safe” complies with the State of Illinois Mandate of “Erin’s Law” which requires all schools to provide child sexual abuse prevention education for students yearly, to 
students in grades PreK-12.

Recognizing that parents play a key role in protecting children from abuse, CFPA's  violence prevention programs include parent education and  encourage parental involvement within 
offered prevention programs and services.  Education components offered help to inform parents about child sexual abuse topics including, but not limited to, characteristics of offenders, 
grooming behaviors and how to discuss this topic with their children. 

For the month of September,  Director of Prevention Services, Marcia Bolden, will provide a brief overview of Erin’s Law and the components of what will be covered with PSD 150 youth 
during the course of the school year.  Parents will also be given materials with opportunities for additional training topics.

DID YOU KNOW THAT ERIN'S LAW...
-Resulted from a state task force 
-Passed in January of 2013 for implementation beginning with the 2013-2014 school year
-Was part of HB 6193, Section 3 –Comprehensive Health Education Program
-is “…age appropriate sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention education in grades pre-kindergarten through 12…”

Welcome to PARENT UNIVERSITY!
October 16, 2014 - 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Rolling Acres Middle School

Peoria Public Schools Superintendent, Dr. Grenita Lathan, is excited to welcome you to the District's fourth year of Parent University. Offered just three times each year for the first two 
school years, Parent University continues to grow and build relationships not only with parents and community organizations, but also connect schools, families and our community so that 
we all can be successful in raising and assisting our next generation. Dr. Lathan is looking forward to Parent University each month and is eager to meet new students and parents, and get 
reacquainted with returning families! While you eat, a welcome from the Superintedent will be followed by a short presentation by the Center for Prevention of Abuse, and then parents 
will be dismissed to choose three workshops (listed on the back) to attend throughout the night. Each workshop will last approximately 35 minutes. During passing times, we will spin the 
prize wheel and draw a name from our sign in list for various prizes. Throughout the night, we also ask parents to complete a workshop feedback form that will allow us to improve our 
offerings throughout the year. Thanks for attending Parent University!

ERIN'S LAW
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